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PROTHETIC THERE, SENTENCES WITH BE ig, AND RELATED TOPICS.

Let us suppose that one of the expansions of the verb
phrase is simﬁly into the copula be without Predicate. In
sentences having the simple copula, the subject Noun Phrase
must be it S. pP-markers of such sentences will be like that
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'\Applying the rule of complement separation (L.‘& R., Prog.

~ .Rep. 1, p. 4), we get the structure!
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We may then apply to such struétures a rule which réplaces

the 1n1t1a1 it w;th the last noun phrase of the complement; thus

from the strln@ It is for you to butter your toast with it‘ﬁ' %knlfe

having the constituent structure of Fig, 2, we get? j. knife is
o '%he —

for you to butter your toast with. The rule which performs this

operatlon may be con51dered to be the same one which forms John

!a

15 easy to please from the underlyln It is easy to please John,
15 easy o pieg g Y

if is not only the last noun phrase of the complement which may
' B? so moved; any noun phrase dominated by the verb phrase of
the. complement is moveable, allowing such sentences as Toast is

for you to butter with a knife and Toast is easy for you to butter

i

with‘g knife, to be generated. We may state the rule as follows:

T la,_'X it .Aux -be . (Adj for NP) [%or NP to Y NP 'ZJS

1 oz 4 s 6 7089 1011 12 13 ==
S 11zo3 4 s s 78 901001 g 13
T
NP in VP

X (The reasons for considering the predicatg.of sentences con--

-

taining adjectives such as-easy to comprise the Adjective with

the ad;unct for NP see our Prog. Rep. 1, pp. 7-8. )
AN
Consider again the sentences:

) (1a) A knife is for you to butteriyour toast with
[1b) The knife is for you to butter your toadt with
Note that in sentences of the the (la)g no modal auxiliary is

, e &
_lpgrmitted, and . the tense mavﬁt be present; that is we%mgjnot get:

MR ks
SR

(1c)?*A knife was for you to butter your toast with



(1d) *A knife may be for you to butter your toast with

These restrictions do not hold’when the grammatical subject
has a definite determiner, as‘in (1b). To acoount for these
restrictions, we may suppose that in sentences of type (1a)

a modal auxilary appears having no phonological shape, and
like the modal auxilié;y nust, occurring in the present tense.
There is, however, an apparent serious difficulty with this
proposal, namely that it involves stating a selectional re-

strlctlon holding between the choice of modal auxiliary and

the determlner of noun phrases embedded to any depth in a sub~

?or%xnate sentence. But the difficulty 15 only apparent. Con-

sxder now sentences such as:

i(Za) There is a knife for you to butter your toast with

! {(2b) There was a knife for younfo butter your toast with

(2¢) There may be a knife for you to butter your toast with
In,defiving these sentences, we may suppose there to be inter-
mediate poinfs in their derivations in which they appear as:

(2a') A knife is for you to bﬁtter your toést with
.(2b') A knife was for you to butter your toast with

(2¢') A knife mayibe for you to bufter your toast with

Then, a rule applies to these sentances which postposes the

grammatical subject to the copula, leaving in its place the

-element there. This rule applies in general when the subject

of be is a noun phrase with an indefinite determiner, and the

may be empty
predlcate ‘be an adverblal phrase or a sentence’ the rule 1is

required to generate correctly not only sentences (2a)-{2c),
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'but also such sentences as?
(3a) There.are two éhildren-in the street
(3b) There is a great distance between the earth and the sun
(3¢) There is no time for us to see Aunt Margaret today

(3d) There will be another war

Prothetic there must have the analysis Noun Phrase, since it

is treated as such by T , T and other rules, Con-
: : ' for noun phrase

sider, for example, guch sentences as:
| Kda) I expect (forj there to be another war.
'§. i4b) There was expected to be another war
| (4&) Thefa haﬁpenedltoufé?two children in the street
Consequently, the rule governing Egggg-insértion and the

. postposition of the subject Noun Phrase must read:

2. [Indef X- N] Aux be  ( A4VEy
. . NP S
. T
a 1 2 3 ==, there

there 2+1 3

“Rule 2, however, must be prevented from applying in case the
auxiliary contains the special phoﬁologically zero modal dis~
cussed earlier, We now see that the occurrence of the special
mgéal is free with respect to the character of the determiner
of the grammatical subject. If that determiner is indgfinite
and.the special modal occurs, then sentences like {(la) are pro-
ducéd. If the special modal doss not occur, awd that determiner

is indefinite, then rule 2 must apply giving sentences like {2)-(3).
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There is another rule which mayl be applied to strfngs having

the structure given in Fig. 2, namely T , provided,
noun phrase

however, that the special modal is chosen. Thus, from an under-

lying string It is for you to butter your toast with a knife, is
gotten.;u= | |

(Sa)You are to butter your toast with a knife
The past tense 1is perm1s51ble here:

. (5b) You were to butter your toast with a knife
I% séptence (lc) 1is gonsidered to be grammatical, then there 1is
no @i%ficultf in accounting for this fact.

The semaﬁtic character of the special“modal is, roughly,
'obllgatlon, if the subject is animate, When the-subject is
inanimate, it is not entirely clear wnat its semantic character-
is,wcon51der, for- exampleg such sentences as:
| (6a) Water is to flowsover this dam.
(6b) Congress is to enact the Civil Rights Bill soon.
In conclusion, we remark that sentences like?

(7)1 had toast for you to butter with a knife

(7b) I had 'a knife for you to butter toast with

Ny
,

\haVe the following structare, where semtences like (1la) are
embedded és relative clauses to the object noun of have:s

The reason that these sentences- are td bé considered-relatiVe
clauses rather than complements to the nouns they modify is

that\ln them, there is a common noun phrase, whlch is deleted,

v
58
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".'When the subject of the complement to it (which‘togéther form

” the sub;ect of the relative clause) is 1dentlca1 wlth the\
subject of the main sentence, it 1is, of course, deleted, re-
sulting in such sentences as:

7w (7¢) I had toast to butter with a knife

"(7d) I had a knife to butter toast with
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