

TRAD 104  SONORA: A Description of Place in Arid America            
School of Architecture, CALA  
                                           The University of Arizona Spring 2009   Tues. & Thur.  12:30pm to 1:45pm      Location: Architecture 103                     Credit Hours: 3

Website Address: http://www.dingo.sbs.arizona.edu/~jmessina
COURSE DESCRIPTION:


This course is a multi-disciplinary introduction to the Sonoran Region of Southern Arizona and Northwest Mexico, along with the region’s relationship to all of Mexico. Through a series of presentations on geology, geography, archaeology, botany, dendrochronology, anthropology, architecture and landscape architecture, as well as other subjects pertaining to the region and subcontinent, the course will engage the student with a meaningful dialogue concerning one's position and obligation to a specific place. The territory presented, as both a physical and cultural landscape, as well as the cultures it has formed and sustained, will be the primary focus. The perspective will be bi-national in scope and nature/artifact sensitive. 

Prerequisites: None 

Teaching Format: The instructor and guest speakers will deliver lectures on topics from the earth and natural sciences, social sciences, humanities, architecture, and landscape architecture. Each class will cover a separate topic, such as geology, archaeology, ethno-botany, climatology, ethology, history and myth, architecture and additional subjects, all relevant to the physiography of Mexico, and the Sonoran Region. There will be a required self-guided field trip, selected from a choice of recommended options (see below under ASSIGNMENTS), along with contemporaneous field notes. Recommended field trip locations are: The Tucson Botanical Gardens, Sabino Canyon, Saguaro National Park-West Unit (be aware that these three locations have an admission fee), the Tucson Mountain Park, Tumacácori National Historic Park, the Meinel Optical Sciences west addition, the University of Arizona Poetry Center (both on campus) and the Mission Church San Xavier del Bac. 
INSTRUCTOR:

John Messina
Contact: 203E CALA East, 621-5774, jmessina@u.arizona.edu
Office Hours: Wednesday 10 am -12 pm or by appointment
Teaching Assistants:     Anna Funk   afunk@email.arizona.edu
                                            Sharayah Jimenez   sjimenez@email.arizona.edu
…here in the arid West it's different. Time is more geologic than biologic. It accumulates layer upon layer, incrementally slow until all at once the pattern reverses. A tremendous rock slab suddenly unhinges, crashing from a cliff face; a flash flood washes down an arroyo without warning. Ripping through the strata, erosion lays open the past, exposing the raw edges of history


-Scott Thybony, Burntwater
O'odham architecture, moreover, was a practical consideration in an arid land. Mesquite, grass, ribs of saguaro cacti, and similar plant materials were used in building structures. … To build them was not labor intensive and to give them up, either permanently or temporarily, caused no great sacrifice to individual or community. O'odham, who slept and cooked out of doors except in inclement weather, rested lightly upon their landscape.


Bernard L. Fontana, The Pimería Alta
COURSE OBJECTIVES and expected learning outcomes:
1. Provide the student with an entrada, (entrance) into the landscape and primary tri-societal cultures (Euro, Indio and Latino) of the Sonoran Region and Mexico. Hopefully, a personal encuentro (encounter) with the region will occur.
2. Provoke class questions and discussions that will generate within the student a critical awareness of his/her position within this physical and cultural landscape.

3. Assist the student in the development of writing and verbal communication skills related to the subject.

4. While this course will not be taught bilingually, students will be exposed to certain Spanish terms of the Sonoran Borderlands, and they will be expected to retain a high percentage of this vocabulary. 

COURSE topics and STRUCTURE:

The course will consist of a series of lectures presented by the instructor and invited guest speakers on various subjects relative to the general theme. Topics covered, all with a focus on the Sonoran Region and its relationship to Mexico, as well as the American Southwest, will begin with the geography, archaeology, and botany, including discussions of four major groups of pre-Hispanic inhabitants (Hohokam, O'odham, Yaqui and Seri) with emphasis on their relationship to the land. This first group of lectures will be followed by several lectures on climate change, the survival strategies of desert flora and fauna, as well as fire activity in the “sky islands.” That module will be followed by discussions on the Spanish Entrada (entry into Mexico and the region), the mission system, and the settlement patterns of non-indigenous people. 

The following and final segment of lectures and discussions will attempt to provoke critical thinking on regionalism and the value of a regional/sustainable basis for contemporary life. Examples will be drawn from the fields of architecture, landscape architecture, and urban design. Topics will include appropriate arid land architecture, including energy conservation, water harvesting and a land/place ethic. 

There will be two 75-minute classes per week on the above listed subjects. Each lecture will be planned so that the last 20 minutes of class are devoted to questions and discussion. During all classes, students will be asked to submit questions written on 3 x 5 cards. The instructor and teaching assistants will decide which questions, time allowing, will be handed to the lecturer. Grade points (see GRADING below) will be posted to those students who, in the judgement of the instructor, pose intelligent and provocative questions.
Honors credit is available in this course through enrollment in the Honors College and the 2H or Honors Section. There will be additional meeting times with other honors students at the discretion of the instructor. Please meet with the instructor on the first class day to schedule additional meeting times with other honors students.
EXAMS:

There will be three exams, at approximately five-week intervals parallel to the course topics and structure. The examination questions, on the first and second exam, will address the material presented in lectures, discussions and required reading during their respective periods. The final exam will cover the entire course. Graded exams will be returned within one week after they have been taken.

Only in extreme circumstances will a student be allowed to make up an examination, only after having notified the instructor prior to the exam and/or providing a valid justification, i.e., medical excuse.

ASSIGNMENTS:

Students are required to make one self-guided field trip from a list of recommended locations (See above under COURSE DESCRIPTION). Field notes must be kept and later transposed onto to a three to four page, doubled spaced, type-written interpretive report on the place visited. A second report will be based on the student’s interpretation and critical review of a required reading (see below under TEXT BOOKS). There will be an opportunity to revise and resubmit only the first report for a possible one-grade increase. See class schedule for report due dates. The reports should contain original thoughts, and be well written, observing proper grammar, punctuation, and spelling. The first half of the report should creatively describe the place visited or book read, with the remaining space devoted to your personal interpretation. This exercise is designed to fulfill two objectives: to provide evidence of a perception and a critical understanding of a place or reading, as well as to develop writing skills pertinent to the core curriculum/general education requirements of the University. You are expected to be able to express your thoughts and ideas in a clear and convincing manner.
Writing tutoring may be obtained, free of charge, at the Writing Center in Bear Down Gym. See web site:                http://english.web.arizona.edu/index_site.php?id=287
Text Books:

Students are required to read from the three books listed below, as well as from occasional handouts. Each of the three exams will contain questions pertaining to the reading assignments. 

A Natural History of the Sonoran Desert, Steven J. Phillips & Patricia Wentworth Comus, editors, Arizona-Sonoran Desert Museum Press, $29.95.

The Desert Smells Like Rain: A Naturalist in O'odham Country, Gary Nabhan, The University of     Arizona Press, $16.00
The Pimería Alta, James E. Officer, Mardith Schuetz-Miller and Bernard F. Fontana, editors, The  Southwestern Mission Research Center, approx. $14.95.
The Monkey Wrench Gang, Edward Abbey, approx. $15.00 

RESOURCES:

Arid Lands Newsletter    http://ag.arizona.edu/OALS/ALN/ALNHome.html
Arizona State Museum – Campus  http://www.statemuseum.arizona.edu/
Arizona Historical Society, 949 E. 2nd St., Tucson    http://www.arizonahistoricalsociety.org/
Center for Desert Archaeology       http://www.centerfordesertarchaeology.org/
Defining the Southwest – Arch. & Urbanism       http://adobe.arizona.edu/
      Environmental Research Lab, 2601 E. Airport Dr., Tucson http://ag.arizona.edu/azaqua/erlhome.html
Latin American Studies, UA   http://las.arizona.edu/
Southwest Center, 1052 N. Highland Ave. – Campus   http://w3.arizona.edu/~swctr/
Tucson Botanical Gardens, 2150 N. Alvernon Way, Tucson    http://www.tucsonbotanical.org/
University Herbarium   http://ag.arizona.edu/herbarium/
UA  Poetry Center, 1216 N. Cherry Ave. – Campus  http://poetrycenter.arizona.edu/
Most National Parks, Monuments and Forests have bookshops. These can be a wealth of valuable information. 

Requirements: 

This is a 3-hour course, which requires a minimum requirement of 6 hours of reading, study or work in assignments per week.

Policies:

Attendance:

Attendance at all lectures is mandatory. Four unexcused absences will result in your final grade being decreased by one full letter, and five unexcused absences will result in a two grade reduction. After five unexcused absences you will be dropped from the course – no exceptions. An early departure from class, without permission of the instructor, will be treated as an absence. There will be no late arrivals allowed. When you do miss class, for any reason, it is your responsibility to learn what was covered and to obtain any handouts. Note: All holidays or special events observed by organized religions will be honored for those students who show affiliation with that particular religion. Absences pre-approved by the UA Dean of Students (or Dean's designee) will be honored. 

Class Decorum:
Any behavior that is distracting to the instructor, lecturer, or other students will result in the student or students engaged in the offensive activity being directed by the instructor to leave the classroom immediately. Prohibited behavior consists of talking to other students during a lecture, cell phone use, text messaging, head on desk, slouching in one’s desk, sleeping, reading non-class material, using laptop computers for other than note-taking and any action judged by the instructor to be disruptive. No food, other than water, may be consumed in the classroom. http://web.arizona.edu/~policy/disruptive.pdf
      Grading: 

All work will be graded on a point system, as described below:

      Activity
% of final grade
Reports 2@ 15 points
30%

3 Exams @ 20 points
60%

Discussion Questions                       10%

Total
100%

Final grades will be based on the following:

Grade
points

A
90-100

B
80-89

C
70-79

D
60-69

E
60 or below

   Late Work

Assignments submitted late will be downgraded one full letter grade, unless there is a

compelling justification accepted at the instructor's discretion.

Incomplete Work

Incomplete work will not be accepted. 

STATEMENTS:

Subject to Change

With the exception of the grade and attendance policies, parts of this syllabus are subject to change with advance notice, as deemed appropriate by the instructor.

Handicapped Accessibility

Every effort will be made to accommodate students with diagnosed disabilities. Please contact the instructor to initiate a discussion about how we can best help you succeed in this class. Students who are registered with the Disability Resource Center must submit appropriate documentation to the instructor only if they are requesting (special) reasonable accommodations: 

       http://drc.arizona.edu/
Retention of Work

The University has the right to retain any student project whether it is for display, accreditation, documentation or any other educational or legal purpose.

academic policies:

Academic policies for this course can be found in The University of Arizona 2006-2007 General Academic Catalog. Refer specifically to the section titled “Code of Academic Integrity” for the principles, policies and procedures governing issues of academic integrity. More detailed information can be found at http://web.arizona.edu/~dos/uapolicies/ or in the Dean of Students office, Rm. 203 Old Main. Policies against plagiarism, etc., also can be found within Student Code of Academic Integrity. 
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