Ling 322
IPA symbols: English Vowels with Examples

Front Vowels Back and central vowels
Sound (IPA) Example Sound (IPA) Example
(Spelling) (Spelling)
[17] heed [uw] who'd shoe blue
[1] hid [U] hood
[ej] hayed [ow] hoed show
[e] head [®] had
[a] hod cod
[A] HUD cut

*Note: in my idiolect, there is no difference between [0] and [a] in e.g. hawed vs hod, or
caught and cot. (My vowel in these words is just [ a], and for my speech I would

transcribe it that way.) Is that true of you? Boston English, for example, makes a
distinction. Other test pairs: cawed vs. cod, pawed vs. pod.

Diphthongs, or vowels made up of two distinct vowels pronounced in sequence:

Sound Example (Spelling)
[aw] bout

[a)] bite

[9] boy

The English unstressed vowel: "schwa"

[2] banana

note the vowel [0] shows up as part of the transcription of core, bore, sore etc. — besides
being in boy, it occurs before [1] — but never by itself. (It’s like [a] that way, which only
shows up in diphthongs!)

road

what



