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Preface

This textbook is intended as a thorough introduction to the study of
English words from a linguistic perspective. It introduces students to
the technical study of words in several areas: phonology, morphology,
syntax, semantics, language acquisition and historical linguistics, in
that order. Some introductory material is covered in each section, to
give students the theoretical tools they will need to proceed, and then
those tools are employed to analyze the English vocabulary.

This book will be of interest to students who have a general interest
in words – people whom Richard Lederer smilingly calls “verbivores.”
They enjoy reading tidbits of word facts in language mavens’ columns,
word games and etymologies, but have never taken a linguistics or
structure of language course.

The text is designed to give students a command of the basic the-
ory in each area, skill in analyzing and understanding English words,
and the grounding needed for more advanced study in linguistics or
lexicology. Ultimately, however, the aim is to provide students who
will never take another linguistics-related course with a grasp of some
of the basic methods and questions of the field, viewed through the
window of words.
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