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Final exam review sheet

Caveats:

1. The exam is Friday, May 11, 11:00 to 1:00, in this room.

2. You must bring a photo ID to the exam.

3. This review sheet is not exhaustive. This is just sample questions for
the stuff that seems most important.

4. Remember that you are responsible for lecture, section, and readings.
Naturally, the stuff I’ve covered in lecture is the most important, but
that’s not all of it.

5. Format of the exam will be the same as the midterms: short answer
and long answer. No multiple choice, no fill-in-the-blanks, etc.

6. The exam is cumulative.

7. Don’t forget the big picture.

Previous stuff:

1. Don’t forget that you are responsible for everything in earlier portions
of the course.

2. You should start reviewing with the previous midterms, but don’t forget
lectures and the books.

Comprehension:

1. What is a garden path?

2. What is cross-modal priming?

3. Can you explain the psycholinguistic evidence for “trace”?

1



Production:

1. How is production studied?

2. What are the different kinds of speech errors and how do they provide
evidence about langauge production?

Acquisition:

1. What are the stages of first language acquisition?

2. What is Amahl’s puddle?

3. What is transfer? Fossilization?

Computers:

1. How is the study of language relevant to computers?

2. What is a finite-state machine? What is a regular language?

3. What is a context-free language? Can you give an example of a lan-
guage that is context-free and not regular?

Poetry:

1. Why are linguists interested in poetry?

2. Why is poetry dead?

Gender, Society, and Culture:

1. What is the Whorf hypothesis?

2. What is inherent gender bias? What is a connotative mismatch? What
is their significance in the study of language?

3. What is a “register”?
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