
Linguistics 410/510
Fall ’15

Homework #4

1. Kenstowicz, 3.6, pp.129–131, Sudanese Arabic.

2. Expletive infixation in English provides evidence for foot structure. For example, we have:

fantastic [fàn]–f*–[tástic]
Minnesota [Mı̀nne]–f*–[sóta]

Alamagordo [Àla]–f*–ma[górdo], [Àla]ma–f*–[górdo]

where the expletive does not interrupt the feet present in the form. In addition, expletive infixation
requires that the primary stress appear to the right.

Expletive infixation can also tell us about syllable structure in English. As in the previous assignment,
you will conduct an experiment. First, decide on precisely 10 test words for your stimuli. Then ask
5 people to do expletive infixation with your items and record the results. As before, your subjects
should be non-linguists, but at least make sure they’re not phonologists! In your write-up of this, you’ll
need to justify your selection of items; they should allow you to probe for how the game is played with
respect to syllable structure. In addition, explain what your subjects’ responses tell you about the
game. (There are too few subjects for meaningful statistics and we have not covered this in class, so
do not worry about any kind of statistics.)

Requirements:

1. This is due by the beginning of class on Oct. 20. (You can submit as pdf or hardcopy. If you do
submit electronically, please do not send me an MSWord file!)

2. Type it, double-spaced, with a human font size, and normal margins.

3. This can be no more than four double-spaced pages.

4. Keep in mind that there may be funny symbols here that you’ve never used or printed before. Leave
time to make sure you have them right.

5. Remember: nothing late. Do not wait until the last minute to do this or to print it out.

6. You may certainly talk to each other about this and other assignments, but everyone must turn in
their own work. (If you do talk to others, I need to see evidence that you are doing more than listening
and writing down what others say.)


