
Linguistics 410/510
Fall ’15

Homework #2

1. 1.3A on p.50 of Kenstowicz

2. 1.3B on pp.50-51 of Kenstowicz

3. In language X, certain low-toned syllables assimilate to a high tone (underlined).

kùghòshòà ‘to do’
ńı kúghóshóà ‘it is to do’
kùghòshòàghòshòà ‘to do repeatedly’
kùch́ıghóshóághóshóà ‘to do it repeatedly’

Describe this pattern in words. Diagram the change using autosegmental representations. The final
vowel is special: why?

4. In language Y, there is a suffix alternation:

áaâ ‘to hide’ áaâ-as ‘to make hide’
äabb ‘to take’ äabb-as ‘to make take’
bas ‘to do’ bas-as ‘to make sb. do’
zaq’ ‘to slaughter’ zaq’-as ‘to make sb. slaughter’
tS’ur ‘to throw’ tS’ur-aS ‘to make sb. throw’
Sukuy ‘to be scared’ Sukuy-aS ‘to scare’

Describe this pattern in words. Describe this pattern using features. Describe this pattern using
autosegments. Address the “transparency” problem.

5. Data collection. Find a grammatical description for a language (one that you do not speak, have not
studied, and have never written a paper about). Give a chart of the vowels in that language along with
their featural decomposition.

Requirements:

1. This is due by the beginning of class on Sept. 22. (You can submit as pdf or hardcopy. If you do
submit electronically, please do not send me an MSWord file!)

2. Type it, double-spaced, with a human font size, and normal margins.

3. This can be no more than four double-spaced pages.

4. Keep in mind that there may be funny symbols here that you’ve never used or printed before. Leave
time to make sure you have them right.

5. Remember: nothing late. Do not wait until the last minute to do this or to print it out.

6. You may certainly talk to each other about this and other assignments, but everyone must turn in
their own work. (If you do talk to others, I need to see evidence that you are doing more than listening
and writing down what others say.)


