
Linguistics 410/510
Fall ’15

Homework #1

In this assignment your task is to extract and state the phonological generalizations in several data sets. I
do not want rules or constraints. Examine the data and state the generalizations succinctly, clearly, and
insightfully.

You’re to do this in two forms for each data set: once without phonetic features and once with.

1. Lithuanian, Kenstowicz p.54, #1.10.

2. The English prefix con- exhibits a similar distribution to that of Lithuanian. In addition to stating the
generalizations, collect relevant data and organize them into an appropriate chart. (The organization
of that chart is important; don’t just give me a list!)

3. Welsh two-consonant onsets (simplified):

s r l n w
p sp pr pl
t st tr tl
k sk kr kl kn kw
b br bl
d dr
g gr gl gn gw
f fr fl
T
x xw
v
D
m
n
N
l sl
r sr

Requirements:

1. This is due by the beginning of class on Sept. 8. (You can submit as pdf or hardcopy. If you do
submit electronically, please do not send me an MSWord file!)

2. Type it, double-spaced, with a human font size, and normal margins.

3. This can be no more than four double-spaced pages, but I don’t think it’ll take more than three.

4. Keep in mind that there may be funny symbols here that you’ve never used or printed before. Leave
time to make sure you have them right.

5. Remember: nothing late. Do not wait until the last minute to do this or to print it out.

6. You may certainly talk to each other about this and other assignments, but everyone must turn in
their own work. (If you do talk to others, I need to see evidence that you are doing more than listening
and writing down what others say.)


